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(57) ABSTRACT

An electric current measurement method is provided with: a
first controlling process of sweeping a sensing current in a
negative magnetization direction in a condition that a core is
saturated magnetically in a positive magnetization direction;
a second controlling process of sweeping the sensing current
in the positive magnetization direction in a condition that the
core is saturated magpetically in the negative magnetization
direction; a first specifying process of specifving a value of
the sensing current if the core is demagnetized in the first
controlling process; a second specifying process of specify-
ing a value of the sensing current if the core is demagnetized
in the second controlling process; and a calculating process of
calculating a value of a target electric current on the basis of
the specified current values, the first and second controlling
processes being performed repeatedly.

5§ Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
ELECTRIC CURRENT MEASUREMENT
METHOD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the [nvention

The present invention relates to an electric current mea-
surement method in a magnetic current sensor.

2. Description of the Related Art

The electric current measurement method in a magnetic
current sensor is disclosed, for example, in Non-patent docu-
ment 1, The Non-patent document 1 discloses a technology in
which a core-unsaturated area is used to calculate a current
value from a current difference between core unsaturation
and core saturation (referred to as a first conventional tech-
nology), and a technology in which a core-saturated area is
used and a sensing current is applied in a demagnetization
direction to calculate a current value from a current value
when the core is saturated in an opposite direction (referred to
as a second conventional technology).

Incidentally, a circuit configuration using the magnetic
current sensor is also disclosed in Patent document 1.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Non-Patent Document

Non-patent document 1: An Innovative Low-Cost, High Per-
formance Current Transducer for Battery Monitoring
Applications: Prototype Preliminary Results, PCIM
Burope 2009 Conference

Patent Document

Patent document 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid Open

No. 2002-207053

In the first conventional technology, the core-unsaturated
area is used, and a magnetic flux characteristic for a magnetic
field (hereinafter referred to as a “B-H characteristic of the
core”, as occasion demands) changes depending on a core
temperature. In the first conventional technology, the calcu-
lated current value changes depending on the core tempera-
ture because the first conventional technology does not have
any means of correcting the B-H characteristic in accordance
with core temperature. In other words, current measurement
accuracy is insufficient.

On the other hand, in the second conventional technology,
the core-saturated area is used, and thus, the measurement
accuracy due to the core temperature hardly varies. However,
since the sensing current is only applied from one saturated
area to another saturated area, a hysteresis of the B-H char-
acteristic causes an error in the calculated current value. In
other words, the current measurement accuracy is insufli-
cient.

As described above, the previous current measurement
method in the magnetic current sensor including the first and
second conventional technologies has such a technical prob-
lem that the current measurement accuracy is insufficient.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a high-precision current measurement method which is not
influenced by the core temperature and the hysteresis of the
core in the magnetic current sensor.

The above object of the present invention can be achieved
by an electric current measurement method for measuring a
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2

target electric current on a magnetic current sensor, the mag-
netic current sensor comprising: a core in which a magnetic
flux density changes depending on the target electric current:
an electrically conductive device capable of changing the
magnetic flux density of the core depending on a sensing
current: and an adjusting device capable of controlling a
direction ofthe sensing current, said electric current measure-
ment method comprising: a first controlling process of
sweeping the sensing current toward in a negative magneti-
zation direction in a condition that the core is saturated mag-
netically in a positive magnetization direction due to the
target electric current; a first detecting process of detecting
the magnetic saturation of the core in the negative magneti-
zation direction due to the first controlling process; a second
controlling process of sweeping the sensing current toward in
the positive magnetization direction if the magnetic satura-
tion of the core in the negative magnetization direction is
detected due to the first detecting process; a second detecting
process of detecting the magnetic saturation of the core in the
positive magnetization direction; a first specifying process of
specifying, as a first current value, a value of the sensing
current if the core is demagnetized in said first controlling
process on the basis of a first saturation time which is a time
length from a time point at which the magnetic saturation of
the core in the positive magnetization direction is detected in
the second detecting process, to a time point at which the
magnetic saturation of the core in the negative magnetization
direction is detected in the first detecting process; a second
specifying process of specifying, as a second current value, a
value of the sensing current if the core is demagnetized in said
second controlling process on the basis of a second saturation
time which is a time length from a time point at which the
magnetic saturation of the core in the negative magnetization
direction is detected in the first detecting process, to a time
point at which the magnetic saturation of the core in the
positive magnetization direction is detected in the second
detecting process; and a calculating process of calculating a
value of the target electric current on the basis of the specified
first and second current values, said first controlling process
and said second controlling process being performed repeat-
edly (claim 1).

The magnetic current sensor to which the current measure-
ment method of the present invention is applied is provided
with: the core in which a magnetic flux density B changes
depending on the target electric current; the electrically con-
ductive device capable of changing the magnetic flux density
depending on the sensing current, i.e. capable of magnetically
exciting and demagnetizing the core (i.e. capable of driving a
change in the magnetic flux density in both the positive and
negative magnetization directions); and the adjusting device
capable of controlling the direction and magnitude of the
sensing current.

The core is made of at least a material having magnetism;
however, a shape of the core and specific physical properties
related to the magnetism do not significantly influence the
current measurement method of the present invention, apart
from the judgment of whether or not to be appropriate as the
core from a realistic viewpoint. As described later, however,
at a start time point of the first controlling process, the core
needs to be saturated magnetically in the positive magnetiza-
tion direction due to the target electric current, and the shape
of the core and the physical properties related to the magne-
tism are desirably determined such that the core is saturated
magnetically in the positive magnetization direction in a real-
istically possible range of the target electric current. Inciden-
tally, the “positive magnetization direction” is a term conve-
niently used to distinguish between the magnetization
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directions of the core, and means one magnetization direction
of the core. The “negative magnetization direction” means a
magnetization direction opposite to the “positive magnetiza-
tion direction”. Therefore, even if the “positive magnetization
direction” and the “negative magnetization direction” are
replaced by each other, the action thereof does not change at
all.

The electrically conductive device is a device capable of
changing the magnetic flux density and the magnetization
direction of the core depending on the sensing current, and is
preferably an electrically conductive coil wound predeter-
mined times around the core. If the core is a toroidal core, the
electrically conductive device may be wound to pass through
an air core portion of the core. Incidentally, the number of
turns of the core is desirably designed to be suited to the
magnitude of the magnetic flux density to be generated by the
sensing current.

The control of the sensing current performed by the adjust-
ing device means at least the control of the direction of the
sensing current. The adjusting device can preferably include,
for example, various switching circuits for controlling the
direction of the sensing current by changing drive states of
various transistors, and a power supply device for applying a
drive voltage to the electrically conductive device. The con-
trol of the sensing current by the adjusting device is per-
formed, for example, by electrical control performed by a
superior processor or the like, while the value of the sensing
current and a lapse time from a reference time point are
associated with each other.

In this type of magnetic current sensor, the core is demag-
netized at a certain time point by sweeping the sensing current
in the demagnetization direction in a condition that magnetic
flux is generated in the core by the target electric current. On
the basis of the value of the sensing current required for the
demagnetization (as a simple example, the value of the sens-
ing current at a time point at which the core is judged to be
demagnetized), the value of the target electric current can be
calculated, for example, by adding specific values of the
magnetic current sensor (e.g. an internal diameter of the core,
the number of turns of the core, etc.) to the value of the
sensing current or by performing similar actions. Inciden-
tally, the “demagnetization” in this case means that the mag-
netic flux is zero in the strict sense; however, the detection of
the magnetic flux density ofthe core in the course of sweeping
the sensing current in real time and with accuracy is generally
not easy. Therefore, in practice, the demagnetization includes
that the magnetic flux density is reduced to a value corre-
sponding to zero, which is determined in accordance with
reasonable grounds.

According to the current measurement method of the
present invention, the first controlling process is performed in
the condition that the core is saturated magnetically in the
positive magnetization direction due to the target electric
current. Specifically, the sensing current is swept in the nega-
tive magnetization direction by the first controlling process in
the condition that the core is saturated magnetically in the
positive magnetization direction due to the target electric
current. Incidentally, the expression that “the sensing current
is swept in the negative magnetization direction” means the
direction of the sensing current is controlled in a direction of
demagnetizing the core which is saturated magnetically in the
positive magnetization direction (a direction of magnetically
exciting the core in the negative magnetization direction), and
means that the core is saturated magnetically in the negative
magnetization direction. However, in an unsaturated area of
the magnetic flux density, the magnetic flux density in the
course of the sweep changes in a direction of canceling a
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change in the sensing current, and a time transition of the
value of the sensing current (sensing current value) may be
thus nonlinear.

In the course of sweeping the sensing current by the first
controlling process, whether or not the core is saturated mag-
netically in the negative magnetization direction is judged by
whether or not the magnetic saturation in the negative mag-
netization direction is detected by the first detecting process.
Incidentally, the saturation of the magnetic flux density
reduces an effect of suppressing the sensing current, and thus,
automatically, the behavior of the sensing current signifi-
cantly differs between the unsaturated area and the saturated
area of the magpnetic flux density. Therefore, timing in which
the core is saturated magnetically in the negative magnetiza-
tion direction can be detected, relatively easily, by monitoring
the time transition of the sensing current. At this time, proper
threshold values may be provided for the sensing current
value, a rate of change thereof, and the like, and the magnetic
saturation may be detected if the sensing current value and the
like are greater than or equal to the respective threshold val-
ues.

If the core is saturated magnetically in the negative mag-
netization direction by the first controlling process (ideally,
triggered by the detection of the magnetic saturation in the
negative magnetization direction), the second controlling
process is started. In the second controlling process, the direc-
tion of the sensing current is reversed via the control of the
adjusting device, and the sensing current is swept in the
positive magnetization direction. Incidentally, the expression
that “the sensing current is swept in the positive magnetiza-
tion direction” means the direction of the sensing current is
controlled in a direction of demagnetizing the core which is
saturated magnetically in the negative magnetization direc-
tion (a direction of magnetically exciting the core in the
positive magnetization direction), and means that the core is
saturated magnetically in the positive magnetization direc-
tion. However, in the unsaturated area of the magnetic flux
density, the magnetic flux density in the course of the sweep
changes in the direction of canceling the change in the sensing
current, and the time transition of the value of the sensing
current (sensing current value) may be thus nonlinear.

In the course of sweeping the sensing current by the second
controlling process, whether or not the core is saturated mag-
netically in the positive magnetization direction is judged by
whether or not the magnetic saturation in the positive mag-
netization direction is detected by the second detecting pro-
cess. Incidentally, the saturation of the magnetic flux density
reduces the effect of suppressing the sensing current, and
thus, automatically, the behavior of the sensing current sig-
nificantly differs between the unsaturated area and the satu-
rated area of the magnetic flux density. Therefore, timing in
which the core is saturated magnetically in the positive mag-
netization direction can be detected, relatively easily, by
monitoring the time transition of the sensing current. At this
time, proper threshold values may be provided for the sensing
current value, a rate of change thereof, and the like, and the
magnetic saturation may be detected if the sensing current
value and the like are greater than or equal to the respective
threshold values.

According to the current measurement method of the
present invention, a sweep cycle including the first control-
ling process and the second controlling process is repeatedly
performed. If one sweep cycle ends, the time transition of the
sensing current along a closed B-H characteristic of the core
including the hysteresis is recognized. A sweep rate of the
sensing current is ideally maintained to be equal between
different sweep cycles. By sharing a sweep profile of the
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sensing current as described above, time values obtained in
the past sweep cycle can be applied to the latest sweep cycle
without change.

On the other hand, according to the current measurement
method of the present invention, the first specifying process,
the second specifying process and the calculating process are
performed in parallel with the sweep cycle, and the value of
the target electric current (hereinafter referred to as a “target
electric current value” as occasion demands) is calculated.

The calculation of the target electric current value in the
calculating process is performed on the basis of the sensing
current at the time point at which the core is demagnetized, as
described above. According to the present invention, there are
two time points at which the core is demagnetized in one
sweep cycle: a time point at which the core 1s demagnetized
when the direction of the magnetic flux density changes from
the positive magnetization direction to the negative magneti-
zation direction in the first controlling process: and a time
point at which the core is demagnetized when the direction of
the magnetic flux density changes from the negative magne-
tization direction to the positive magnetization direction in
the second controlling process.

Here, the values of the sensing current at both the time
points do not match, in general, due to an influence of the
hysteresis of the core. Thus, if only the sensing current value
at one time point is used, accuracy of calculating the target
electric current value is influenced by the hysteresis. In the
present invention, however, the sensing current values at both
the time points are used to calculate the target electric current
value. Specifically, the sensing current value at the demagne-
tization time point in the first controlling process is specified
as the first current value, and the sensing current value at the
demagnetization time point in the second controlling process
is specified as the second current value. In the calculating
process, the target electric current value is calculated from the
specified first and second current values.

Thus, according to the current measurement method of the
present invention, the influence of the hysteresis of the core
can be eliminated. Moreover, since the sensing current is
swept between the state of the magnetic saturation in the
positive magnetization direction and the state of the magnetic
saturation in the negative magnetization direction, it is also
possible to eliminate an influence of temperature dependence
that the core has mainly in the unsaturated area. Therefore,
according to the current measurement method of the present
invention, the target electric current value can be measured,
highly accurately.

By the way, as described above, in the course of changing
the magnetic flux density of the core from the state of the
magnetic saturation in one magnetization direction to the
state of the magnetic saturation in the other magnetization
direction, it is generally not easy to know the timing in which
the core is demagnetized in real time and with accuracy.
Whether or not the sensing current value in the course of the
sweep 1s associated with a time concept, if the core demag-
netization timing is not determined under clear criteria, the
accuracy of calculating the target electric current value is not
stable between the sweep cycles.

In the present invention, the first saturation time is referred
to in the first specifying process, and the second saturation
time is referred to in the second specifying process. The
problem as described above is solved by accurately specify-
ing the first and second current values on the basis of the
respective saturation times. The first saturation time is defined
1o be a time value from the time point at which the magnetic
saturation in the positive magnetization direction is detected
in the second detecting process, to the time point at which the
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magnetic saturation in the negative magnetization direction is
detected in the first detecting process. The second saturation
time is defined to be a time value from the time point at which
the magnetic saturation in the negative magnetization direc-
tion is detected in the first detecting process, to the time point
at which the magnetic saturation in the positive magnetization
direction is detected in the second detecting process.

There are many ways to use the first and second saturation
times for the specification of the first and second current
values, respectively, and various practical aspects can be
adopted. However, it is reasonable to consider that there is the
core demagnetization time point in the vicinity of a time point
corresponding to a half of each of the first and second satu-
ration times, or a time point derived therefrom, in view of the
following two points; one point is that the core demagnetiza-
tion time points in the first and second controlling process are
included in time ranges defined by the first and second satu-
ration times, respectively, and the other point is that the B-H
characteristic of the core has symmetry with respect to the
origin. In other words, the first and second current values can
be specified, highly accurately, on the basis of the first and
second saturation times.

As described above, according to the current measurement
method of the present invention, the magnetic saturation of
the core is detected in each sweep process of sweeping the
sensing current in the positive magnetization direction to the
negative magnetization direction, or in the negative magneti-
zation direction to the positive magnetization direction. On
the basis of each saturation time derived from the magnetic
saturation, it is possible to estimate the time point at which the
core is demagnetized, thereby specifying the sensing current
value (first and second current values) required for the core
demagnetization. Therefore, it is possible to measure the
target electric current value, accurately without an influence
ofthe hysteresis of the B-H characteristic and the temperature
dependence of the core, and while suppressing accuracy
variations between the different sweep cycles.

Incidentally, the current measurement method of the
present invention is performed, for example, by various pro-
cessors, control apparatuses, computer apparatuses or the
like, such as an electronic control unit (ECU), in predeter-
mined conditions in accordance with a control program and a
control algorithm set in advance, without an artificial process.

In one aspect of the electric current measurement method
of the present invention, the electrically conductive device is
an electrically conductive coil wound around the core (claim
2).

According to this aspect, the electrically conductive coil is
allowed to function as a type of transformer, and it is thus
possible to optimize the sensing current required in the mag-
netic excitation and demagnetization of the core, in accor-
dance with the number of turns of the electrically conductive
coil. Therefore, it is possible to provide high degree of free-
dom for a configuration of the adjusting device in the mag-
netic sensor.

In another aspect of the electric current measurement
method of the present invention, in said first controlling pro-
cess, the magnetic saturation of the core in the negative mag-
netization direction is detected if the value of the sensing
current is greater than or equal to a maximum value corre-
sponding to the negative magnetization direction, and in said
second controlling process, the magnetic saturation of the
core in the positive magnetization direction is detected if the
value of the sensing current is greater than or equal to a
maximum value corresponding to the positive magnetization
direction (claim 3).
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According to this aspect, the magnetic saturation of the
core is detected if the sensing current is greater than or equal
1o the maximum value determined in advance, experimen-
tally, experientially, or theoretically. Therefore, the magnetic
saturation can be detected, relatively stably.

In another aspect of the electric current measurement
method of the present invention, a value of the sensing current
at a time point corresponding to a half of the first saturation
time in the past is specified as the first current value in said
first specifying process, and a value of the sensing current at
a time point corresponding to a half of the second saturation
time in the past is specified as the second current value in said
second specifying process (claim 4).

According to this aspect, the first current value and the
second current value in the latest sweep cycle can be alterna-
tively specified, on the basis of the timing determined in the
past sweep cycle. Therefore, although the first and second
current values are not determined in the latest sweep cycle in
the strict sense, the first and second current values can be
specified, relatively smoothly. At this time, if a time period of
the sweep cycle is sufficiently reduced with respect to a
change rate of the target electric current value, there is rarely
a significant difference between the first and second satura-
tion times, between the latest sweep cycle and the most recent
past sweep cycle, and there is no problem in practice. In
particular, if the value in the previous sweep cycleis used, the
effect is significant.

On the other hand, according to this aspect, the sensing
current value at the time point corresponding to the half of the
first saturation time is specified as the first current value, and
the sensing current value at the time point corresponding to
the half of the second saturation time is specified as the
second current value. The current values do not always mean
the current values at the time point at which the core is
demagnetized in the strict sense; however, the current values
are close to the current values at the core demagnetization
time point at least to the extent that there is no problem in
practice. Therefore, if easiness of the specification and reli-
ability of the values are comprehensively considered, the
current values can be useful reference values.

Incidentally, in the configuration in which the past values
are used as described above, there may be provided a process
of holding the values of the first and second saturation times
by the predetermined number of cycles in the past, respec-
tively. By providing the holding process as described above,
the values of'the first and second saturation times in the past
can be easily used to specify the first and second current
values, respectively. Moreover, in a configuration in which a
plurality of sample values are held, it is also possible to judge
whether or not the held sample values include an abnormal
value, and it is possible to reduce a possibility that the target
electric current is incorrectly calculated on the basis of the
abnormal value.

In another aspect of the electric current measurement
method of the present invention, the target electric current is
an electric current which flows through an inverter for a
vehicle (claim 5).

For example, in a vehicle having a high-power device such
as a three-phase alternating current motor, as a power source
ofthe vehicle such as a hybrid vehicle and an electric vehicle,
power supply to the high-power device is performed via an
electric power control unit including an inverter. In the appli-
cation as described above, it is necessary to accurately gauge
a driving current of the inverter. From a point of high power
consumption and considerable heat in operation, and a point
of limited installation space, it is necessary to realize space-
saving, high-precision current detection with low tempera-
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8

ture dependence and less influence of the hysteresis. From
such a viewpoint, the current measurement method of the
present invention is significantly effective for the measure-
ment of the driving current of the inverter for the vehicle of
this type.

The nature, utility, and further features of this invention
will be more clearly apparent from the following detailed
description with reference to a preferred embodiment of the
invention when read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings briefly described below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram conceptually
showing a configuration of'a hybrid vehicle in an embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic configuration diagram conceptually
showing a configuration of a current sensor in the hybrid
vehicle illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a schematic configuration diagram conceptually
showing configurations of a core and a coil in the current
sensor illustrated in FIG. 2;

FIG.4Ato FIG. 4C are schematic circuit diagrams explain-
ing a relation between a switching state of a switching circuit
in the current sensor illustrated in FIG. 2 and a direction of a
sensing current Is;

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a B-H characteristic of the
core in the current sensor illustrated in FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 is a diagram explaining a principle of calculating an
inverter current in the current sensor illustrated in FIG. 2;

FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram illustrating inverter current
calculation control processing performed by an ECU; and

FIG. 8 is a timing chart illustrating a time transition of the
sensing current in the course of performing the inverter cur-
rent calculation control processing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

<Embodiment of the Invention>

Hereinafter, a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be explained with reference to the drawings.

<Configuration of Embodiment>

Firstly, with reference to FIG. 1, a configuration of a hybrid
vehicle 10 in a first embodiment of the present invention will
be explained. FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram
conceptually showing the configuration of the hybrid vehicle
10.

In FIG. 1, the hybrid vehicle 10 is provided with an elec-
tronic control unit (ECU) 100, a power control unit (PCU) 11,
a battery 12, a hybrid drive apparatus 200, and a current
sensor 300.

The ECU 100 is provided witha CPU,aROM, aRAM, and
the like. The ECU 100 is an electronic control unit configured
to control the entire operation of the hybrid vehicle 10. The
ECU 100 performs inverter current calculation control pro-
cessing described later in accordance with a control program
stored in the ROM, thereby functioning as an execution entity
for realizing each of the “first control process”, the “first
detecting process”, the “second control process,” the “second
detecting process”, the “first specifying process”, the “second
specifying process”, and the “calculating process” in the
present invention.

The PCU 11 includes a not-illustrated inverter which can
convert direct-current (DC) power extracted from the battery
12 to alternating-current (AC) power and supply it to a motor
generator MG1 and a motor generator MG2 as one power
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source of the hybrid vehicle 10, and which can convert AC
power generated by the motor generator MG1 and the motor
generator MG2 to DC power and supply it to the battery 12.
The PCU 11 is a control unit configured to control the input/
output of the electric power between the battery 12 and each
motor generator, or the input/output of the electric power
between the motor generators (i.e. in this case, the exchange
of the electric power between the motor generators is per-
formed without via the battery 12). The PCU 11 is electrically
connected to the ECU 100, and the operations of the PCU 11
are controlled by the ECU 100.

Thebattery 12 is a chargeable storage battery device which
functions as an electric power supply associated with the
electric power for performing power running of the motor
generator MG1 and the motor generator MG2.

The hybrid drive apparatus 200 is a power train of the
hybrid vehicle 10, including power sources including an
engine and the motor generators MG1 and MG2, and a plan-
etary gear mechanism for mechanically controlling power
transmission between the power source and an axle. Inciden-
tally, a configuration of the hybrid drive apparatus 200 has a
weak association with the current measurement method of the
present invention, and the detailed explanation thereof will be
thus omitted.

The current sensor 300 is one example of the “magnetic
current sensor” of the present invention and is a sensor for
detecting an inverter current Ip (one example of the “target
electric current” of the present invention) which is a driving
current of the inverter provided for the PCU 11. Now, with
reference to FIG. 2, a configuration of the current sensor 300
will be explained. FIG. 2 is a schematic configuration dia-
gram conceptually showing the configuration of the current
sensor 300.

In FIG. 2, the current sensor 300 is provided with a core
310, a coil 320, a switching circuit 330, a terminal 340, a
power supply 350, and a load resistance RL. Incidentally, in
the embodiment, the ECU 100 is configured to control the
current sensor 300 to measure the inverter current Ip; how-
ever. the current sensor 300 may be provided with a processor
and may be configured to perform processing corresponding
to the inverter current calculation control processing
described later using the processor.

The core 310 is a toroidal magnetic body made of a mag-
netic material (ferrite). The core 310 has such a configuration
that a current wire of the inverter of the PCU 11 (for conve-
nience, the number of turns, ns=1) passes through an air core
portion and is configured to generate magnetic flux in a mag-
netic flux density B in a circumferential direction thereof by
the action of a magnetic field generated by the inverter current
Ip.

The coil 320 is one example of the “electrically conductive
coil” of the present invention, obtained by winding a wire
member made of an electrically conductive material, such as
metal, with the number of turns, ns. Now, with reference to
FIG. 3, the core 310 and the coil 320 will be detailed. FIG. 3
is a schematic configuration diagram conceptually showing
configurations of the core 310 and the coil 320.

In FIG. 3, the coil 320 is wound around the core 310 as
illustrated. In the core 310, a sensing current Is flows in
accordance with a drive voltage V¢ and a gate voltage Vg
described later. If the sensing current Is flows, the magnetic
flux is generated in the core 310 in the same direction as a
magnetization direction caused by the inverter current Ip (the
“positive magnetization direction” of the present invention)
or in a direction opposite to the magnetization direction
caused by the inverter current Ip (the “negative magnetization
direction” of the present invention) in accordance with a
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direction and magnitude of the sensing current Is, and the
magnetic flux density B changes. Incidentally, an inner cir-
cumferential length of the core 310 is 1 c.

Back in FIG. 2, the switching circuit 330 is a known
H-bridge switching circuit, provided with transistors TL1 and
TLA4, each of which is an N-channel MOSFET, transistors
TL2 and TL3, each of which is a P-channel MOSFET, and
electrical wiring. To a gate terminal of each transistor, the gate
voltage Vg is applied from a not-illustrated power system.
The power system is electrically connected to the ECU 100.

The switching circuit 330 is connected between the termi-
nal 340 and the load resistance RL as illustrated. The ECU
100 applies the predetermined gate voltage Vg via the power
system in a condition that the drive voltage V¢ is applied from
the power supply 350. By this, the sensing current Is accord-
ing to the state of the core 310 can be applied to the core 320
in a direction determined in accordance with a switching state
of the switching circuit 330.

Incidentally, in the embodiment, the gate voltage is on-off
controlled; however, the gate voltage can be linearly con-
trolled as the configuration of the switching circuit 330.

The power supply 350 is a power supply device capable of
supplying the drive voltage Vc to the current sensor 300. The
power supply 350 is electrically connected to the ECU 100,
and polarity and magnitude of the drive voltage Vc are con-
trolled by the ECU 100.

Now, with reference to FIG. 4A to FIG. 4C, the switching
state of the switching circuit 330 will be explained. FIG. 4A
to FIG. 4C are schematic circuit diagrams explaining a rela-
tion between the switching state of the switching circuit 330
and the direction of the sensing current Is. Incidentally, in
FIG. 4A to FIG. 4C, portions overlapping those of FIG. 2 will
carry the same reference numerals, and the explanation
thereof will be omitted as occasion demands.

FIG. 4A illustrates a first switching state, FIG. 4B illus-
trates a second switching state, and FIG. 4C illustrates a third
switching state.

In a condition that the positive drive voltage Ve is applied
via the terminal 340, if the ECU 100 applies to each transistor
a positive voltage having an absolute value which is greater
than or equal to a threshold value as the gate voltage Vg, the
transistors TL1 and TL4, each of which is the N-channel
MOSFET, become active, and the transistors TL2 and TL3,
each of which is the P-channel MOSFET, become inactive,
and the first switching state is realized. In the first switching
state, the sensing current Is flows via the transistor TL1, the
coil 320, and the transistor TL4 in this order. Incidentally, the
direction ofthe sensing current Is in the first switching state is
directed to magnetically excite the core 310 in the negative
magnetization direction.

In a condition that the negative drive voltage V¢ is applied
via the terminal 340, if the ECU 100 applies to each transistor
a negative voltage having the absolute value which is greater
than or equal to the threshold value as the gate voltage Vg, the
transistors TL2 and TL3, each of which is the P-channel
MOSFET, become active, and the transistors TL1 and TL4,
each of which is the N-channel MOSFET, become inactive,
and the second switching state is realized. In the second
switching state, the sensing current Is flows via the transistor
TL2, the coil 320, and the transistor TL3 in this order. In other
words, if the switching state is changed from the first switch-
ing state to the second switching state, the direction of the
sensing current Is is reversed. Incidentally, the direction of the
sensing current [s in the second switching state is directed to
magnetically excite the core 310 in the positive magnetization
direction.
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In the condition that the positive drive voltage Vc is applied
via the terminal 340, if the ECU 100 applies to each transistor
the negative voltage having the absolute value which is
greater than or equal to the threshold value as the gate voltage
Vg, the transistors TL2 and TL3, each of which is the P-chan-
nel MOSFET, become active, and the transistors TL1 and
TL4, each of which is the N-channe]l MOSFET, become inac-
tive, and the third switching state is realized. In the third
switching state, the sensing current Is flows via the transistor
TL3, the coil 320, and the transistor TL2 in this order. In other
words, if the switching state is changed from the second
switching state to the third switching state, the direction of the
sensing current Is is reversed. Incidentally, the direction of the
sensing current Is in the third switching state is directed to
magnetically excite the core 310 in the negative magnetiza-
tion direction.

<Operation of Embodiment>

Hereinafter, the operation of the embodiment will be
explained.

Firstly, with reference to FIG. 5, a B-H characteristic of the
core 310 in the current sensor 300 will be explained. FIG. 5is
a diagram illustrating the B-H characteristic of the core 310.

In FIG. 5, if a vertical axis represents the magnetic flux
density B and a horizontal axis represents magnetic field
strength H, the B-H characteristic of the core 310 is as illus-
trated by a solid line.

Here, arrow marks (white marks and black marks) dis-
posed on the B-H characteristic mean sweep directions of the
sensing current Is. The sweep direction defined by the black
marks corresponds to the first and third switching states
described above in the switching circuit 330. The sweep
direction defined by the white marks corresponds to the sec-
ond switching state. As illustrated, there is a hysteresis in the
B-H characteristic of the core 310. In the embodiment, it is
possible to perform high-precision current measurement
which eliminates an influence of the hysteresis.

Next, with reference to FIG. 6, the method of measuring
the inverter current Ip in the current sensor 330 will be
explained. FIG. 6 is a diagram explaining a principle of cal-
culating the inverter current Ip. Incidentally, in FIG. 6, por-
tions overlapping those of FIG. 5 will carry the same refer-
ence numerals, and the explanation thereof will be omitted as
occasion demands.

InFIG. 6, it is assumed that a state of the core 310 is a state
corresponding to an illustrated state point P (white circle)
(hereinafter referred to as a “state P”” as occasion demands, for
convenience, and the same shall apply in other state points) if
the sensing current Is =0 with respect to an operational state at
a certain time point (i.e. the inverter current Ip) of the inverter
which is a measurement target. In the state P, the core 310 has
a magnetic field Hp generated in accordance with the inverter
current Ip.

Here, if the switching state of the switching circuit 330 is
set to the first switching state described above and the sensing
current Is is swept in the negative magnetization direction of
the core 310, the state of the core 310 changes in accordance
witha B-H curve ofthe core 310 in the direction illustrated by
the black marks described above. In other words, the state of
the core 310 changes from the illustrated state P via a state P1,
a state P2, and a state P3 to a state P4.

An area from the state P to the state P1 is a positively
saturated area in which the core 310 is saturated magnetically
in the positive magnetization direction. An area from the state
P3 to the state P4 is a negatively saturated area in which the
core 310 is saturated magnetically in the negative magnetiza-
tion direction. Moreover, an area from the state P1 to the state
P3is an unsaturated area in which the core 310 is not saturated
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magnetically. In the unsaturated area, the magnetic flux den-
sity B changes linearly to the magnetic field H. Moreover, in
the unsaturated area, the magnetic flux density B changes in a
direction of canceling a change in the sensing current Is, and
the sensing current Is to be swept thus hardly changes.

On the other hand, if the switching state of the switching
circuit 330 is set to the second switching state described
above and the sensing current [s is swept in the positive
magnetization direction of the core 310, the state of the core
310 changes in accordance with a B-H curve of the core 310
in the direction illustrated by the white marks described
above. In other words, the state of the core 310 changes from
the illustrated state P4 via the state P3, a state P5, a state P6,
and a state P7 to a state P§.

An area from the state P4 to the state P5 is the negatively
saturated area in which the core 310 is saturated magnetically
in the negative magnetization direction. An area from the state
P7to the state P8 is the positively saturated area in which the
core 310 is saturated magnetically in the positive magnetiza-
tion direction. Moreover, an area from the state P5 to the state
P7 is the unsaturated area in which the core 310 is not satu-
rated magnetically. In the unsaturated area, the magnetic flux
density B changes linearly to the magnetic field H. Moreover,
in the unsaturated area, the magnetic flux density B changes
in the direction of canceling the change in the sensing current
Is, and the sensing current [s to be swept thus hardly changes.

Here, in the course that the sensing current Is is swept as
described above, the core 310 becomes in a demagnetization
state twice. In other words, the demagnetization state is the
illustrated state P2 passed when the sensing current Is is swept
in the negative magnetization direction, and the illustrated
state P6 passed when the sensing current Is is swept in the
positive magnetization direction.

In the state P2 and the state P6, the magnetic flux generated
originally by the inverter current Ip is demagnetized by the
sensing current s, and the sensing current [s can be consid-
ered a replacement for the inverter current Ip. Specifically, if
a deviation between strength Hp of the magnetic field gener-
ated by the inverter current Ip and magnetic field strength in
the state P2 is set to AH1 and a deviation between the strength
Hp of the magnetic field generated by the inverter current Ip
and magnetic field strength in the state P6 is set to AH2, a
relation of the following equation (1) applies to Hp, AH1 and
AH2.

Hp=(AH1+AH2)/2 (1)

On the other hand, Hp, AH1 and AH2 are represented by the
following equations (2), (3) and (4), respectively. Inciden-
tally, Is1 in the equation (3) is a sensing current value in the
state P2 and is one example of the “first current value” of the
present invention. Moreover, Is2 in the equation (4) is a sens-
ing current value in the state P6 and is one example of the
“second current value” of the present invention. Hereinafter,
Is1 and Is2 are written as a “first current value Is1” and a
“second current value Is2”, respectively, as occasion
demands.

Hp=Ipnc/lc 2
AH1=Is1ns/1 ¢ (3)
AH2=Is2ns/1 ¢ (4)

On the other hand, if the equations (2), (3) and (4) are
substituted for the equation (1), the following equation (5) is
obtained.

Ip=(ns/mp)-(Is1+152)/2 &)
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Incidentally, since np is set to 1 in the embodiment, the
inverter current Ip can be obtained if the number of turns, ns,
of the coil 320, the first current value Is1 and the second
current value Is2 are known. In the embodiment, the ECU 100
is configured to calculate the inverter current Ip according to
the principle, in the inverter current calculation control pro-
cessing. Incidentally, arithmetic processing according to the
equation (5) is one example of the “calculating process” of the
present invention.

According to the method, the B-H characteristic of the core
310 is used in both the positive magnetization direction and
the negative magnetization direction, and the influence of the
hysteresis can be thus eliminated. Moreover, the sensing cur-
rent Is is swept from a magnetically saturated state in one
magnetization direction to a magnetically saturated state in
the other magnetization direction, and thus, an influence of
thermal properties of the core 310 can be also eliminated.

On the other hand, as illustrated in the equation (5), the first
current valueIs1 and the second current value Is2 are required
to calculate the inverter current Ip. However, it is not easy to
detect the magnetic flux density of the core 310, and it is more
difficult to directly detect timing in which the core 310 is
demagnetized. Thus, in the embodiment, the first current
value Is1 and the second current value Is2 are specified in the
following manner.

Now, with reference to FIG. 7, an explanation will be given
10 a time transition of the sensing current Is in the inverter
current calculation control processing. FIG. 7 is a conceptual
diagram illustrating the inverter current calculation control
processing. Incidentally, in FIG. 7, portions overlapping
those of FIG. 6 will carry the same reference numerals, and
the explanation thereof will be omitted as occasion demands.

In FIG. 7, a vertical axis represents the sensing current Is,
and a horizontal axis represents time T. Now, it is assumed
that the inverter current calculation control processing is
started at a time point T0. Incidentally, at the time point T0,
the core 310 is in the state P. In other words, the material and
shape ofthe core 310 is designed in advance such that the core
310 is saturated magnetically in the positive magnetization
direction in a possible range of the inverter current Ip.

The ECU 100 sets the switching state of the switching
circuit 330 to the first switching state. If the sweep of the
sensing current Is in the negative magnetization direction is
started by the switching circuit 330 in the first switching state,
the magnetization state of the core 310 transitions from the
magnetically saturated state in the positive magnetization
direction to an unsaturated state (the state P1) at a time point
T1. In the unsaturated state, the magnetic flux density B
changes in a direction of suppressing the change in the sens-
ing current Is, and the sensing current Is thus hardly changes.

On the other hand, at atime point T2, the core 310 becomes
in the state P2 described above in which the magnetic flux
density B is zero, and the core 310 is magnetically excited in
the negative magnetization direction due to the further sweep
of the sensing current [s. The magnetic excitation causes the
core 310 to be saturated magnetically in the negative magne-
tization direction (the state P3) at a time point T3. From the
time point of the magnetic saturation in the negative magne-
tization direction, the sensing current Is starts to increase
sharply.

At a time point T4, when the sensing current Is, which
starts to increase sharply from the time point T3, reaches a
maximum value Ismax1 set in the negative magnetization
direction in advance, it is detected that the core 310 is satu-
rated magnetically in the negative magnetization direction. In
other words, at the time point T4, one example of the “first
detecting process” of the present invention is performed. The
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sweep control of the sensing current Is from the time point TO
to the time point T4 is one example of the “first controlling
process” of the present invention.

If the magnetic saturation in the negative magnetization
direction is detected at the time point T4, the switching state
of the switching state 330 is changed from the first state to the
second switching state by the ECU 100, and the direction of
the sensing current Is is reversed into the positive magnetiza-
tion direction. In other words, one example of the “second
controlling process” of the present invention is started.

If the sweep of the sensing current Is in the positive mag-
netization direction is started, the magnetization state of the
core 310 becomes in the state P5 at a time point T5, and the
core 310 becomes in the unsaturated state. Therefore, for a
short time after the time point T5, the value of the

On the other hand, at a time point T6, the core 310 becomes
in the state P6 described above in which the magnetic flux
density B is zero, and the core 310 is magnetically excited
again in the positive magnetization direction due to the fur-
ther sweep of the sensing current Is. The magnetic excitation
causes the core 310 to be saturated magnetically in the posi-
tive magnetization direction (the state P7) at a time point T7.
From the time point of the magnetic saturation, the sensing
current Is starts to change sharply.

At a time point T8, when the sensing current Is, which
starts to change sharply from the time point T7, reaches a
maximum value Ismax2 set in the positive magnetization
direction in advance, it is detected that the core 310 is satu-
rated magnetically in the positive magnetization direction. In
other words, at the time point T8, one example of the “second
detecting process” of the present invention is performed.
Moreover, the sweep control of the sensing current Is from the
time point T4 to the time point T8 is one example of the
“second controlling process” of the present invention.

If the magnetic saturation in the positive magnetization
direction is detected at the time point T8, the switching state
of the switching state 330 is changed to the third switching
state by the ECU 100, and the direction of the sensing current
Is is reversed again into the negative magnetization direction.
In other words, one example of the “first controlling process™
of the present invention is started again. In the course of
sweeping the sensing current in the negative magnetization
direction in the third switching state, if the sensing current I's
becomes zero again, the ECU 100 changes the switching state
of the switching circuit 330 from the third switching state to
the first switching state. The processing after the time point
T0 is repeated.

As described above, in the embodiment, a sweep cycle
SWP is repeatedly performed, wherein the sweep cycle SWP
includes a sweep of the sensing current Is which is continued
from a time point at which the magnetic saturation in the
positive magnetization direction is detected (only in the first
cycle, a time point of Is=0) to a time point at which the
magnetic saturation in the negative magnetization direction is
detected (the first controlling process), and a sweep of the
sensing current Is which is continued from a time point at
which the magnetic saturation in the negative magnetization
direction is detected to a time point at which the magnetic
saturation in the positive magnetization direction is detected
(the second controlling process).

Here, the first current value Is1 is the sensing current value
in the state P2, i.e. at the time point T2. Therefore, if the time
point T2 can be found, the value of the sensing current Is at
that time point can be specified as the first current value Isl.
Here, in particular, the time point T2 is, on the premise of an
ideal B-H characteristic, a time point corresponding to a
midpoint of the time point T1, which corresponds to a bound-
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ary point between the positively saturated area and the unsat-
urated area, and the time point T3, which corresponds to a
boundary point between the unsaturated area and the nega-
tively saturated area. However, a load to accurately detect the
boundary points in every sweep cycle is not small.

Thus, in the embodiment, in finding the time point T2, a
first saturation time ts1 (one example of the “first saturation
time” of the present invention) is used, wherein the first
saturation time tsl is a time length from the time point T8 at
which it is detected that the core 310 is saturated magnetically
in the positive magnetization direction in the second control-
ling process to the time point T4 at which it is detected that the
core 310 is saturated magnetically in the negative magnetiza-
tion direction in the first controlling process. More specifi-
cally, a time point after a lapse of a time corresponding to a
half of the first saturation time ts1 from the time point T8 is
specified as the time point T2, and the sensing current value at
the time point T2 is specified as the first current value Is1.

Inone sweep cycle, the time point T4 is after the time point
T2, and the first saturation time ts1 thus cannot be specified in
one sweep cycle. Therefore, as values of the time point T4 and
the time point T8, values in asweep cycle one cycle before the
present cycle (i.e. in a past sweep cycle) are used. Inciden-
tally, since the time values in the past sweep cycle are used,
the ECU 100 holds the values of the time point T4 and the
time point T8 regarding the past several cycles, in a built-in
volatile memory.

Specifically, it is assumed that a time identifier is given to
the sweep cycle SWP, that the sweep cycle at the current time
point is represented by SWP(i), that the previous sweep cycle
is represented by SWP(i-1), and that the next sweep cycle is
represented by SWP(i+1). In this case, the first saturation time
1s1 used to specify the time point corresponding to the time
point T2 in the sweep cycle SWP(i) is a first saturation time
one cycle before, ts1(i-1), which is from a time point T8(i-2)
atwhich the magnetic saturation in the positive magnetization
direction is detected in the second controlling process (the
sweep of the sensing current from the negatively saturated
area to the positively saturated area) in a sweep cycle two
cycle before the present cycle, SWP(i-2) (i.e. a start time
point of the sweep cycle one cycle before, SWP(i-1)), to a
time point T4(i-1) at which the magnetic saturation in the
negative magnetization direction is detected in the sweep
cycle one cycle before.

As described above, according to the embodiment, the use
ofthe values in the previous sweep cycle (one cycle before the
present cycle) enables the first current value Is1, which is the
sensing current value when the core 310 is in the demagneti-
zation state, to be obtained with high accuracy and good
reproducibility in the latest sweep cycle. Thus, the inverter
current Ip can be calculated, highly accurately. Incidentally,
the inverter current Ip rarely significantly changes in the
sweep cycles close to each other on a time series. Thus, even
if the past time values are used, the accuracy of calculating the
inverter current does not decrease in practice.

On the other hand, the second current value Is2 is the
sensing current value in the state P6, i.e. at the time point T6.
Therefore, if the time point T6 can be found, the value of the
sensing current Is at that time point can be specified as the
second current value Is2. Here, in particular, the time point T6
is, on the premise of the ideal B-H characteristic, a time point
corresponding to a midpoint of the time point T5, which
corresponds to a boundary point between the negatively satu-
rated area and the unsaturated area, and the time point T7,
which corresponds to a boundary point between the unsatur-
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ated area and the positively saturated area. However, the load
to accurately detect the boundary points in every sweep cycle
is not small.

Thus, in the embodiment, in finding the time point T6, a
second saturation time ts2 (one example of the “second satu-
ration time” of the present invention) is used, wherein the
second saturation time ts2 is a time length from the time point
T4 at which it is detected that the core 310 is saturated mag-
netically in the negative magnetization direction in the first
controlling process to the time point T8 at which it is detected
that the core 310 is saturated magnetically in the positive
magnetization direction in the second controlling process.
More specifically, a time point after a lapse of a time corre-
sponding to a half of the second saturation time ts2 from the
time point T4 is specified as the time point T6, and the sensing
current value at the time point T6 is specified as the second
current value Is2.

In one sweep cycle, the time point T8 is after the time point
T6, and the second saturation time ts2 thus cannot be speci-
fied in one sweep cycle. Therefore, as values of the time point
T4 and the time point T8, the values in the sweep cycle one
cycle before (i.e. in the past sweep cycle) are used.

That is, if the time identifier is given to the sweep cycle
SWP, if the sweep cycle at the current time point is repre-
sented by SWP(1), if the previous sweep cycle is represented
by SWP(i-1), and if the next sweep cycle is represented by
SWP(i+1), then, the second saturation time ts2 used to
specify the time point corresponding to the time point T6 in
the sweep cycle SWP(i) is a second saturation time one cycle
before, ts2(i-1), which is from a time point T4(i-1) at which
the magnetic saturation in the negative magnetization direc-
tion is detected in the sweep cycle one cycle before, to a time
point T8(i-1) at which the magnetic saturation in the positive
magnetization direction is detected in the sweep cycle one
cycle before.

As described above, according to the embodiment, the use
ofthe values in the previous sweep cycle (one cycle before the
present cycle) enables the second current value Is2, which is
the sensing current value when the core 310 is in the demag-
netization state, to be obtained with high accuracy and good
reproducibility in the latest sweep cycle. Thus, the inverter
current Ip can be calculated, highly accurately. Incidentally,
the inverter current Ip rarely significantly changes in the
sweep cycles close to each other on the time series. Thus, even
if the past time values are used, the accuracy of calculating the
inverter current does not decrease in practice.

Now, with reference to FIG. 8, an explanation will be given
to the actual specification of the first current value Is1 (i.e. the
state P2) and the second current value Is2 (i.e. the state P6) in
the course of performing the inverter current calculation con-
trol processing. FIG. 8 is a timing chart illustrating a time
transition of the sensing current in the course of performing
the inverter current calculation control processing. Inciden-
tally, inFIG. 8, portions overlapping those of FIG. 7 will carry
the same reference numerals, and the explanation thereof will
be omitted as occasion demands.

In FIG. 8, a vertical axis represents the sensing current Is,
and a horizontal axis represents time T. A period from a time
point 0 to a time point Tb corresponds to the sweep cycle
SWP(i). A period from the time point Th to a time point Td
corresponds to the sweep cycle SWP(i+1). A period from the
time point Td to a time point Tf corresponds to the sweep
cycle SWP(i+2). A period from the time point Tf to a time
point Th corresponds to the sweep cycle SWP(i+3).

InFIG. 8, a time point at which the magnetic saturation in
the negative magnetization direction is detected in the sweep
cycle SWP(i) is a time point Ta, and a time point at which the
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magnetic saturation in the positive magnetization direction is
detected in the same cycle is the time point Tb. In other words,
a second saturation time ts2(i) specified in the sweep cycle
SWP(i) is a time length from the time point Ta to the time
point Th. The second saturation time ts2(i) specified in the
sweep cycle SWP(i) is used for the sweep cycle SWP(i+1)
which is the next cycle. More specifically, in the sweep cycle
SWP(i+1), the core 310 is supposedly in a state P6(i+1) (i.e.
in the demagnetization state) at a time point after a lapse of a
time corresponding to a half of the second saturation time
1s2(i) from a time point Tc at which the magnetic saturation in
the negative magnetization direction is detected. The value of
the sensing current Is at this time point is specified as a second
current value Is2(i+1).

Moreover, a time point at which the magnetic saturation in
the negative magnetization direction is detected in the sweep
cycle SWP(i+1) s the time point Tc, and a time point at which
the magnetic saturation in the positive magnetization direc-
tion is detected in the same cycle is the time point Td. In other
words, a second saturation time ts2(i+1) specified in the
sweep cycle SWP(i+1) is a time length from the time point Tc
to the time point Td. The second saturation time ts2(i+1)
specified in the sweep cycle SWP(i+1) is used for the sweep
cycle SWP(i+2) which is the next cycle. More specifically, in
the sweep cycle SWP(i+2), the core 310 is supposedly in a
state P6(i+2) (i.c. in the demagnetization state) at a time point
after a lapse of a time corresponding to a half of the second
saturation time ts2(i+1) from a time point Te at which the
magnetic saturation in the negative magnetization direction is
detected. The value of the sensing current Is at this time point
1s specified as a second current value [s2(1+2).

Moreover, a time point at which the magnetic saturation in
the negative magnetization direction is detected in the sweep
cycle SWP(i+2) is the time point Te, and a time point at which
the magnetic saturation in the positive magnetization direc-
tion is detected in the same cycle is the time point Tf. In other
words, a second saturation time ts2(i+2) specified in the
sweep cycle SWP(i+2) is a time length from the time point Te
to the time point Tf. The second saturation time ts2(1+2)
specified in the sweep cycle SWP(i+2) is used for the sweep
cycle SWP(i+3) which is the next cycle. More specifically, in
the sweep cycle SWP(i+3), the core 310 is supposedly in a
state P6(i+3) (i.e. in the demagnetization state) at a time point
after a lapse of a time corresponding to a half of the second
saturation time ts2(i+2) from a time point Tg at which the
magnetic saturation in the negative magnetization direction is
detected. The value of the sensing current Is at this time point
is specified as a second current value Is2(i+3).

Moreover, a time point at which the magnetic saturation in
the negative magnetization direction is detected in the sweep
cycle SWP(i+3) is the time point Tg, and a time point at which
the magnetic saturation in the positive magnetization direc-
tion is detected in the same cycle is the time point Th. In other
words, a second saturation time ts2(i+3) specified in the
sweep cycle SWP(143) is a time length from the time point Tg
to the time point Th. The second saturation time ts2(i+3)
specified in the sweep cycle SWP(i+3) is also used for the
sweep cycle SWP(i+4) (not illustrated) which is the next
cycle, in the same manner.

On the other hand, in FIG. 8, a time point at which the
magnetic saturation in the positive magnetization direction is
detected in the sweep cycle SWP(i) (i.e. atime point as a base
point of the sweep cycle SWP(i+1)) is the time point Th, and
a time point at which the magnetic saturation in the negative
magnetization direction is detected in the sweep cycle SWP
(i+1) is the time point Tc. In other words, a first saturation
time ts1(i+1) specified in the sweep cycle SWP(i+1) is a time
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length from the time point Tb to the time point Tc. The first
saturation time ts1(i+1) specified in the sweep cycle SWP(i+
1) is used for the sweep cycle SWP(i+2) which is the next
cycle. More specifically, in the sweep cycle SWP(i+2), the
core 310 is supposedly in a state P2(i+2) (i.e. in the demag-
netization state) at a time point after a lapse of a time corre-
sponding to a half of the first saturation time ts1(i+1) from the
time point Td at which the magnetic saturation in the positive
magnetization direction is detected. The value of the sensing
current Is at this time point is specified as a first current value
Is1(i+2).

Moreover, a time point at which the magnetic saturation in
the positive magnetization direction is detected in the sweep
cycle SWP(i+1) (i.e. a time point as a base point of the sweep
cycle SWP(i42)) is the time point Td, and a time point at
which the magnetic saturation in the negative magnetization
direction is detected in the sweep cycle SWP(i+2) is the time
point Te. In other words, a first saturation time ts1(i+2) speci-
fied in the sweep cycle SWP(i+2) is a time length from the
time point Td to the time point Te. The first saturation time
ts1(i+2) specified in the sweep cycle SWP(i+2) is used for the
sweep cycle SWP(i+3) which is the next cycle. More specifi-
cally, in the sweep cycle SWP(i+3), the core 310 is suppos-
edly in a state P2(i+3) (i.e. in the demagnetization state) at a
time point after a lapse of a time corresponding to a half of the
first saturation time ts1(i+2) from the time point Tf at which
the magnetic saturation in the positive magnetization direc-
tion is detected. The value of the sensing current Is at this time
point is specified as a first current value Is1(i+3).

Moreover, a time point at which the magnetic saturation in
the positive magnetization direction is detected in the sweep
cycle SWP(i+2) (i.e. a time point as a base point of the sweep
cycle SWP(i43)) is the time point Tf, and a time point at
which the magnetic saturation in the negative magnetization
direction is detected in the sweep cycle SWP(i+3) is the time
point Tg. In other words, a first saturation time ts1(i+3 ) speci-
fied in the sweep cycle SWP(i+3) is a time length from the
time point Tf to the time point Tg. The first saturation time
ts1(1+3) specified in the sweep cycle SWP(i+3) is also used
for the sweep cycle SWP(i+4) (not illustrated) which is the
next cycle, in the same manner.

The invention may be embodied in other specific forms
without departing from the spirit or essential characteristics
thereof. The present example is therefore to be considered in
all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, the scope of the
invention being indicated by the appended claims rather than
by the foregoing description and all changes which come
within the meaning and range of equivalency of the claims are
therefore intended to be embraced therein.

The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No.
2012-082382 filed on Mar. 30, 2012 including the specifica-
tion, claims, drawings and summary is incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety.

<Industrial Applicability>

The present invention can be applied to current detection
on a magnetic current sensor.

What is claimed is:

1. An electric current measurement method for measuring
a target electric current on a magnetic current sensor, the
magnetic current sensor comprising: a core in which a mag-
netic flux density changes depending on the target electric
current; an electrically conductive device capable of chang-
ing the magnetic flux density of the core depending on a
sensing current; and an adjusting device capable of control-
ling a direction of the sensing current, said electric current
measurement method comprising:
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a first controlling process of sweeping the sensing current
toward in a negative magnetization direction in a condi-
tion that the core is saturated magnetically in a positive
magnetization direction due to the target electric cur-
rent;

a first detecting process of detecting the magnetic satura-
tion of the core in the negative magnetization direction
due to the first controlling process;

a second controlling process of sweeping the sensing cur-
rent toward in the positive magnetization direction if the
magnetic saturation of the core in the negative magneti-
zation direction is detected due to the first detecting
process;

a second detecting process of detecting the magnetic satu-
rationofthe core in the positive magnetization direction;

a first specifying process of specifying, as a first current
value, a value of the sensing current if the core is demag-
netized in said first controlling process on the basis of a
first saturation time which is a time length from a time
point at which the magnetic saturation of the core in the
positive magnetization direction is detected in the sec-
ond detecting process, to a time point at which the mag-
netic saturation of the core in the negative magnetization
direction is detected in the first detecting process;

a second specifying process of specifying, as a second
current value, a value of the sensing current if the core is
demagnetized in said second controlling process on the
basis of a second saturation time which is a time length
from a time point at which the magnetic saturation of the
core in the negative magnetization direction is detected
in the first detecting process, to a time point at which the
magnetic saturation of the core in the positive magneti-
zation direction is detected in the second detecting pro-
cess; and

20

a calculating process of calculating a value of the target
electric current on the basis of the specified first and
second current values,

said first controlling process and said second controlling

5 process being performed repeatedly.

2. The electric current measurement method according to
claim 1, wherein the electrically conductive device is an elec-
trically conductive coil wound around the core.

3. The electric current measurement method according to

10 claim 1, wherein
in said first controlling process, the magnetic saturation of
the core in the negative magnetization direction is
detected if the value of the sensing current is greater than
or equal to a maximum value corresponding to the nega-
tive magnetization direction, and
in said second controlling process, the magnetic saturation
of the core in the positive magnetization direction is
detected if the value of the sensing current is greater than
or equal to a maximum value corresponding to the posi-
tive magnetization direction.
4. The electric current measurement method according to
claim 1, wherein
a value of the sensing current at a time point corresponding
to a half of the first saturation time in the past is specified
as the first current value in said first specifving process,
and
a value of the sensing current at a time point corresponding
to a half of the second saturation time in the past is
specified as the second current value in said second
specifving process.
5. The electric current measurement method according to
claim 1, wherein the target electric current is an electric
current which flows through an inverter for a vehicle.
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